4 — IS Watrant however, having at the 1 in the Court of e 0 


it was endeavour'd by his Grace's Council, to lighten the weight of ſome farcher 


Sir Jobn Vanbrughs Juſtification, 
| Duke Of what he depos'd in | 4 bg) 
Sms of Marlboroueh's late THYAL-- 


N the Anſwer given in, on the part of his Grace the Duke 
of Marlborough to a Bill preferr'd againſt him, by ſome of his 
Workmen, employ'd in the Building at Blenheim : It being 
thought fit (by thoſe, who ſince his Grace's Indiſpoſition, have 
taken upon them the Conduct of his Affairs) to try; if it might 

not be poſſible, to make a ſhort end with thoſe People, by 
= (Gallantly) turning the Debt upon mie; it was found neceſſary. 
(and therefore reſolved) to declare falſe, what the late Lord Godolphin, has under his 
honeſt Hand, in the plaineſt, fulleſt, and moſt expreſs Terms, declared to be 


true, vi. 5 


Ho au to whom theſe Preſents ſhall come, The Riglit Honoutable Since) 
Lord Cee 1270 High Treaſurer of Exgland ſendeth Greeting: There: © 


ag his Grace John Duke of 1 hath reſolv'd to erect a large Fabrick, for 
a Manſion Houſe, at Moodſtock in the County of Oæen. Know ye, Thar 1 the 
ſaid Sidney Lord Godolphin, At the requeſt and deſire of the ſaid Duke of Mar!/- 


woe have conſtituted and appointed, and do hereby foz, and on the behalf of 
the ſai 


d Duke, conſtitute and appoint John Vanbrugh Eſq; to be Surveyor of all the 
Works and Buildings fo intended to be erected or made at Moodſtoct aforeſaid; 


And do hereby Authotize and Impower him the ſaid John Vanbrug h, to make and 


ſign Contracts with any Perſons for Materials, And alſo with any Artificers or 
Workmen to be employ'd about the ſaid Buildings, in ſuch manner as he ſhall 
judge proper, for carrying on the ſaid Work, in the beſt and moſt advantage- 


ous manner that may be, And likewiſe to employ ſuch day Labourers and Carry- 


ages from time to time, as he ſhall find neceilary tor the ſaid Service, and to do 
all other matters and things, as may be any ways conducive to the effeCtual 


Performance of what is dircQted by the ſaid Duke of Marlibozough in relation 


to the ſaid Works, And I do hereby authorize and require the ſaid John Vanbrugh 


to lay before me from time to time (in the abſence of the ſaid Duke) an Ac- 


count of his proceedings herein, together with what he ſhall think neceſſary to 
be obſerv'd, or wherein any further Inſtructions may be wanting. To the end 
the ſame may be given accordingly. Dated June the gth. 1705. 


 GODOLPHIN: 


met with a Regard ſuitable to the great 


haracter of him who ſign'd it, 


Evidence I had heen call'd upon to give, by trying to ſhew ſome ſort of diſagree- 
ment between what I now depos'd upon Oath, and what I had occaſionaly wrir, 


in times paſt, on this Subject. And this they labour'd to make out, chicfly from 


2 Memorial 1 once gave into the Treaſury for the Duke's Service. 


In 
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(2) 
ln that Memorial I acted as his Graces Agent, And as I well knew the Queen 
had in reality engag'd her honour to build the Houſe of Blenheim at her own Ex- 
pence for him, And as I likewiſe knew, the Treaſury was then in hands not ex- 
tremely well diſpos'd towards him. I endea vour to do him all the Service I cou'd, 
by ſetting the Hiſtory of that matter in the beſt light the truth of Fats wou'd 
permit: Nor did I think my ſelf at all oblig'd to open 
to his dif-ſervice, unleſs I had been cloſe queſtion'd to that end, * 

But I at the ſame time took care to ſay nothing that might not be found conſiſt- 
ent, with what I ſhould be oblig'd to declare, if (by the Treaſury not iſſuing 
Money to diſchzrge the Debt) there ſhow afterwards happen any diſpute between 
the Duke and his Workmen, in which I might probably be interogated on both 
ſides, as it has now fallen out. 5 BAY r 

And I think the precaution I took was ſuch as will very fully clear me from 


_ any Reflection that can be caſt on my Depolitions, which have in the late TInI 


been read in Court. 
iſt Objeckion. 


The firſt thing they wou'd take hold of in the Memorial I have mention'd, is in 


the ſecond Paragraph, where they ſay, Tis the Workmens demand for Money 


(not the Dukes) I pretend to ſet fort 


Anſwer. 


The expreſſion there uſed, of the Workmens demand, Is none of mine. I only 


recite the words of the Letter I receiv'd from Mr. Lowndes, which call'd for that 


Memorial. | 


Nor do I in any part of it pretend to meddle with who the Money ſhould be 


paid to. I only endeavour to ſhew the Treaſury, That the Queen has engag'd her- 
| ſelf to pay for the Building to ſome body or other, o 


ad. Objedfion. 


In the fifth Paragraph of the Memorial they obſerve, I ſay. LJ was at that time 


Comptroller of his Majeſty's Works, and ag ſuch, was order'd to frame a Model of 


the intended Building. 
; 15 Anſwer. 1 if 
The Queen having reſolvd to build a Houſe for the Duke of Marlborough, at 


her own Expence, and thinking fit, that the method for defraying that Expence 


ſhould be, by iſſuing Moneys to his Grace, for that end, without Account; The 
Building was not conducted by her Board of Works, but left to him, to employ 
ſuch Officers and Workmen as he ſhould ſee fit. e ny 1 
But his Grace being willing (as was very natural in ſuch a caſe) to employ our 
Servants, preferably to others, as far as he thought them qualified for his Service 


caſt his eye upon the Board of Works, where for Reaſons beſt known to himſelf) 


not inclining to engage Sir Chriſtopher Wren, her Surveyor, he fix'd upon the next 
Officer to him, her Comptroller, thinking him (as ſuch) qualified for the Buſineſs 


ne was going upon, and fo deſir'd he would ' him his aſſiſtance in it. This was 


what I meant, and what the Jreaſury muſt naturally underſtand, by the Words 


(as ſuch) Since it was notoriouſly known to my Lord Oxford, Mr. Lowndes, and e- 

very Clark about him. That by my Patent of Comptroller (alone) I could not in- 
termeddle with this Work of Blenbeim; but had I ated there as Surveyor for the 

Queen, I muſt have had ſome new Power given me from her, which Power, mult 

gg have paſs'd the Treaſury, and that none ſuch ever did paſs, was well known 
there. 1 | | bs ö 


/ | | Cs 3 4 d. 


any thing that might be turn'd 
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34. Objettion. 
Ila the twelfth Paragraph it is obſerv'd I fay. In purſuance alſo of her Majeſty's 
Pleaſure, the then Lord High Treaſurer did appoint her own Officers, viz. My ſelf to 


de Surveyor of the Works, Mr. Hawkſmgor to be Aſſiſtant Surveyor, Mr. Joynes and 
Mr. Boulter to be Comptrollers and Clarks of the Works. | 


Anſ wer. 


My Lord Godolphin did every thing in this Matter, in purſuance of the Queens 
Pleaſure; Acquainting her from time to time (in the Duke of Mar/boroagh's ab- 
ſence) with all material things he thought proper to direCt, to the end nothing might 
be done but what was agreeable to her. And the Fact I thought was for my Lord 


Marl borong h's Service to inſert in my Memorial to my Lord Oxf-yd, to ſhew the 


Queen was appriz'd of all that was done. %% nero, 

Nor cou'd what I there ſay have any other meaning than what I thus give it, or 
be taken in any other ſenſe by the Treaſury, ſinc {as in the caſe betore) they 
knew, no Warrant or other Confticution whe cſoever had gone from thence ; which 


} 


; muſt have been, had the Queen's Picaſure meant any thing more, than as I ex- 


plain it. 


4th. Oe j ion. 


kme laft thing objected to me in the Memorial is, that I ay. I believe his 


Grace avoided the actual Signing, allowing, or paſſing the Accounts of the Mo- 


neys iſſued for the Building; partly (as J conceiv'd) becauſe his Grace thought they 


Were kept in an exact and regular manner; And partly to avoid any Act, Which 
might make him perſonally a Debtor for the Work. | 


Anſwer, 


Wjhat I have ſaid in this Article Js True, And I have repeated it again upon 
DOath in Anſwer to the fifth Interogatory, in my Examination on the Dukes ſide, be- 


fore the late Tryal. Loa 5 
But it is likewiſe True, what I have there ſaid. That when the Duke (on my 
Application to him, in my own Caſe) has declin'd giving Order for paying me any 


Money, I have taken the Liberty to remind him. 


That the Money was his, and not the Queens, That it was his, by her Sign 
Manual, and to be accounted for to no body but himſelf, and by conſequence , 
could be diſpos'd of by no Authority but his own. 5 


And that my Lord Godolphin had put it in that courſe (I ſuppos'd) as the beſt 
1 and ſafeſt Method for his Service. Cs No et 


This] have often put him in mind of, yet he wou'd neither ſign any Order; 
for the iſſuing of Money, nor have the Method alter'd, by which it was iſſued 


ro him without Account. 


If there be ſomething odd in this, *tis not from any Inconſiſtencies of mine, 


1 What I have ſaid to Facts is true. But why his Grace did not care to call the 


Money his, and yet was willing the Queen and my Lord Treaſurer ſhou'd go 
on in the ſame Method of making it his.— I hope I am not to Ac- 


count for. 


f Upon the whole. Let this Memorial be carried to the utmoſt that Florid 
/* Tongues can wind it; they cannot even pretend to make more ot it than this. 


That 
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That out of a more than common Zeal for the Duke of Mariboroggh's Servig 
(and for which Zeal I dearly paid ſoon after) 1 endeavour'd to ſet his Claim 
the Queens Bounty in a Light, that at firſt View might ſeem to plead a litt| 
ſtronger for him, than on a cloſer reflection it would ſupport. * 


If they who are to plead his Cauſe at Weſtminſter, don't varniſh it ſomethin 4 
more than they (are directed to) accuſe me of having done at the Cockpit # b 
I believe the Perſon who pays them their Fees, will never think they have de 


ſerv'd them. | 
John V anbragh, , | 


J 
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ntereſt; 


4 e great Summ of Money ihe re- 
ſdlv'd ſhould be laid out there for him; made the whole Guift of ſuch weighty 
Conſequenee, That if ever my Lord Godolphin gave himſelf a carefull thought in 
2 Dukes Intereſt, tis moſt certain he would do it then; to the end this large 


(34 


Bounty might prove effectual. And that he did take this care (This Friendly 


Care) my Paper ſhall ſhew the World, tho? that T anſwer would not. 


Tai g 


Clark of the Works at Bleaheim: Ask'd his Lord ſhip, whether he did not intend I 
ſhou'd have ſome viſible Authority likewiſe, being to act in a Station of much great- 


poar'd out of hand, to conſtitute me Sur ryor with all neceſſary Powers. 
Thus it was, and without any other Appli 

that Warrant. | VN 

Ih) hat to Mr. Foynes, ran thus. 


his Gꝛace the Duke of Darlbozough hath reſclv'd to erect and make a large 
FPabrick for a Manſion Houſe 

of Oæon. Know ye, That I the faid Siazey Lord Godolphin (at the requeſt of the 
ſaid Duke of Mariborough) have nominated, conſtituted and appointed, aud do here- 


- nels, and diligence, I do very much confide) to view, examine, and inſpect, all 
the Contracts made or to be made with any Workmen or Artificers relating to 
the ſaid Building and Gardens, and to admeaſure and keep the Accounts thereof; 
and to ſee that the ſaid Contracts be duly comply'd with, and to do all other mat- 


Service: And ſhall alſo from time to time (as often as requir d) exhibit to the 


vn purſuance hereof; and ſhall like wife from time to time, as often as he ſhall tee 

Occalion, make ſuch Remarks or Obſervations, as he ſhall think conducive to a 
moſt juſt, fair, and regular management of the ſaid Building and Gardens. Dated 
[this 23d. day of May, 1705. 2 Godol yhin. 


* 


PPP 
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J I bein 5 informed, That my Lord Godolphin had. appointed one Mr. Joynes to be 
er Truſt ? he faid certainly I mult, and that he wou'd direct a Warrant to be pre- - 


pplication Preſſing, or Arcificey, I came by 


4 0 all to whom theſe Preſents ſhall come, the Right Honourable Sidney Lord 
+ &  Goaolphin, Lord High Treaſurer of England, ſendeth Greeting. CUyereas 


with Gardens thereunto, at Woodtock in the County 


by nominate, conſtitute and appoint Hexry Joynes Gent. (in whoſe ability, faithfull- 


ters and things as he ſhall judge neceſſary for the effectual carrying on the ſaid 


laid Duke of Marlbozougb, or to my ſelf, an account of his Actings and Doings, 


2 


. 


and appoint John Vanbragbh Eſq; to be Surveyor of all the Works and Bui 
Duke; and did thereby authorize and impower him the ſaid John Vanbragh to 


Mr. Jones, one Mr. Boutrer (a Creature of 


der this Direction, the Building went on above three Lars. 


one ME. Bobart in his Place, of which here lo Aa e 


gers or Workmen to he emplayd' about the ſaid Buildings, in ſuch manner 23 
he ſhou'd judge proper for ray wp the ſaid Work, in the beſt and moſt ad- 


(2) 


Some time after, my Lord Godolphin hogs roper to ad another Perſon u 1; 


) aces) and ro-make"thern Joint # 
Comptrollers, as well as Clarks of the Works. 1 
frer that again, tech RR 
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another Warrant to empower the Tomptrollers'to make and ſign all Con. 
tracts with me. And thus all Contracts were made, and Prices adjuſted ; and un. 


\ * A. F 


lows a faithff | Copy. 


ID all to whom theſe Preſents ſhall come,- The Right Horiburable Sidney Ear Y 
of Godolphin, Lord High Treaſurer of Great Britain ſendeth Greeting. here. 


did at the requeſt and deſire of his Grace Jaby, Duke of Mer(bepngh«gonſtitt: | 
d 4 ings then 
intended to be: erected or made at Mood ſtocł in the County of Oxon for the ſaid | 


make and ſign Contracts with any Perſons for Materials, and alſo with any Artifi. 


vantageous manner that might And likewiſe. to employ. ſuch day Labourers + 
and Carriages from time to time, as he ſhou'd find neceſſary ; and to do all o- 


ther matters and things as might be any ways conducive to the effectual Perform. 


ance of the ſaid Works. And whereas by another Inſtrument under my Hand 


bearing date the 21ſt. of June 1705. I did at the lihe Jnſtance and Requeſt of the | 
ſaid John Duke of Mariborough, nominate, conſtitute and appoirſt Henry Joynes and 


William Boulter Gent. to be Joint Comptrollers of the Accounts of the Works, Build. 
ings and Gardens aforeſaid, with Authority from time to time, to view, inſpect, 


and admeaſure all the ſaid Works, Buildings, and Gardens; and to examine all 


Bargains, Contracts, and Agreements, made or to be made, with any Perſons for 


Materials, or with any Artificers, Workmen, or others, employ'd in or about the 


ſame, as by the or ſeveral Inſtruments, relation being thereunto had reſpeQive- 


| Jones and William Boulter ; And that the ſaid Contracts at all times thereafter ſhou'd 


ly, more fully and at large doth and may appear; And whereas by another Inſtru · 
ment under my Hand, bearing date the 29th day of 74h, 1706. I did at the like 
Inſtance and Kequeft of the ſaid Duke of Marl borongh, direct, That no further 
Contracts ſhou'd be made relating to the ſaid Buildings and Gardens, by the ſaid 
John Vanbrugh, but with the Privacy, Conſent, and Approbation of the ſaid Henri) 


„1 


Joint 


ta - 


on u and purpoſes therein mention'd and intended. Dated at the Treaſury Chambers in 
FW hitchall the 24th, day of September, 1768. . 


Godolphin, 


net And now will any one ſay, my Lord Godolphin was trickt into the Warrant he 
Ate) ſign d to me? VJJ%%%v go4 P2007 BOt HTO -3223 ROE LPT 1 
Con. 1 5 


Will any one ſay, that noble, faithful Friend to the Duke was thoughtleſs and 
ligent in executing the Commiſſion he declares he had charg'd him with? : 
Mil any one be ſo weak to think (whatſoever they may reſolve to ſay) That in 


freſh Occaſions, to paſs. 


o Put ' ſo many Years, and on fo many fre 10 Warrants upon Warrants, 
. r the Duke never heard what Ntvation, a thing of ſo near an AfﬀeQiion to him, 
„Ear Will any one believe, that in ſo many quiet, fire ſide, evening Conferences, as 
here. © happen d between thoſe two great Lords and her Grace; the manner and method 
IE of, eee in, and laying out, theſe Hundreds of Thouſands of Pounds, ſhould 
71 5 ne per be part of the Amuſement? Sure there's ſome great forgetfullnefs in this 
„„ C ions e e e 
> ſaid Biy I am askt, Why I did not myſelf, tell my Lord Marlborough of this War- 


f 


' . Why truly, becauſe the Warrant told me, he knew it already? — 
It was however entred with all the reſt, in the Books of the Office, where all 


things were kept in exact Order, for his Grace to ſee, whenever he ſhou'd pleaſe to 


2 poſibly write, and now I am fo very ill that I can't do ic with 


jnſpect them, or direct any body elſe to do it, as we never queſtion'd but he wou'd, 
= one time or other. 5 i 
Nor had, Lever the leaſt doubt, of my Lord Godolphin, conſtantly acquainting 
the Duke, when he came home, with what he had done, on his Account, while 
he was abroad. Eſpecially, in ſo Material a Point, as that of Money. : 


1 


And I. ſtill leſs doubted (if poſſible) of her Graces knowing (even before hand, 


as well as after,) whatever my Lord Godolphin did in that Affair; Nor cou'd I ſup- 


poſe, ſhe wou d ſpare her Pains, in reciting it to the Duke, becauſe d well known, 


She was pleas'd to value no trouble ſhe gave herſelf, (or other People) in what rela- 


ted t that Building, 
Another Queſtion askt me is; Why I did not ſecure myſelf, by deſiring another 


Warrant, immediately under the Dukes own Hand? 


HFad it been poſſible for me to doubt, the truth of what I already had, under my 


Lord Godolphin s, I ſhou'd. But I never thought thoſe two Noble Lords upon a 


foot, of one diſclaiming in a Court of Juſtice, what the other under his Hand, affirm'd 


Fg 


readily. agree, with what is faid in the Caſe, That my Lord Godolphin, was too 


much my Lord Dukes Friend, to deſign to Saddle him, with the Expence of that 
Building. And therefoze it was, he put things in that prudent Method for his 


Service, That the Money to defray the Charge, ſhou'd be Iſſued to him, without 


other Account, than to himſelf alone. — . 
By this means, Had the Work been driven on no faſter , than my Lord Marl- 
- borough:receiv'd Money from the Queen to pay for it; there had been no Debt to 


the Workmen; nor by Conſequence, any Claim upon his Grace. 55 
Now, whether the Workmen, ran thus a head of themſelves, or whether theß 


Were preſs'd to it, by any body elſe. And whether I had Authoriry, to put them 


in mind, That Mhatever happen d to others, they were ſtill ſate. I refer to 
2 Deciſion of the following Letters, which I had the Honour to receive from her 


SIR, Nov. the 24. 


4 F Receiv'd the favour of your Letter Yeſterday at St. Albans, I was juſt going into 


my Coach to come to Windſer,and this is the very firſt Opportunity that I cou'd 
at I can't do own Hand, whica 
ing a very ill one, there needs little Apology for that; every word in your Letter 
concerning the Payment of the Carters is reaſonable, and if I had known all theſe 
DIE 24 Par- 
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gunſt my Inclination; yet I ſhall always think myſelf oblig'd to you, and 


| (4) 


« particutars ſooner; I had certainly found out ſome way To hate Oꝛder'd the Mo⸗ 


« nep,”'ahd.you are in the right, for they ſhou'd be the. firſt People paid, fot the rea- 


« ſons you give; moſt of the Undertakers of the Building are*Subſtancial Men: And [ | 
* ſince no Accident that cou'd happen, can make them loſe their Money, they © 


will never let the Work ſtand ſtill, for want of preſent Payment. 
„ By what Mr. Travers writ to me of his going to Woodſtock, : I believe, he is there at 


this time, and I hope he and you together, has found ſome. way, to pre vent, What 
« you apprehend; for the Weather is extreamly good, and tho? it is not natural to con- 


* rinue fo.in November, hy may not it be better then Ordinary, as well as in the other 


* Months ſo much worſe? It is extreamly obliging in you to write fo. warmly, and to 


« ſhew ſo much concern, to make the Building be ſoon finiſh'd; the Account you give 


« 


and IJ, as you do of the Freach Policy to the ah nouns nor imply becauſe I have not . 
5 


been able to ſerve you, while you were wanted; that I ſhou'd be more careleſs if the 
„ boten wem erer for tho" you have neue me extremly, in forcing me 50 things g- 

od, ändlwill 05 
de endeavouring to be out of your Debt; becauſe I know, that what I did not like, 
** 24 well as what I aid approve of, you intended for the beſt, and tho? it is ſaid that in 


'* this World there is no perfection; you are not the only Architect that thinks tis 
impoſſible they can err; I believe it is the opinion of all that Science, which makes 


ir mote reaſonable for me to forgive you, and I hope you will do the ſame to your 
* humble Servant, > ea: | wp het 


a 


S. Marlboroagh, 
I I did write to you about the Locks before I receiv'd yours, which Letter I hope 
| 5 come fate to you. N Fe „5 


i 
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IT Witt to you laſt Poſt, with an Apology of not making uſe of my own Hand 
E 1 


according to form; But I think it wou'd be more according to reaſon, to make 
» ,,cches when I write ſo, as to give you more trouble than ordinary to read. .-: | 
lam glad to find you have hopes of getting the Stone. I will obſerve your di - 
e ction about Locks and Hinges when I go to London; and I give you many thanks, 
vr giving them ſo particularly. It is a very ſmall difference that you mention in 
. A's Locks, not worth leaving him for; But I am ſure all he ſaid to me was 
verv extravagant, and perhaps he may be more reaſonable upon finding, That J 
Al enploy another. I will talk to him again when I come to Town, and if 
2 will put down his Prices in writing, and the ſizes very exact, and not be unrea- 
e, nor trouble one with a great many words; I have buſineſs enough to em- 
um ard the Smith that is now at work for me, but ſome part of the Buſineſs 
ut loſe, and he may thank himſelf for that. ONE B32 Fae, 


| expett my Lord Marlborough with the firſt fair Wind; but I know nothing of 


entſous of coming to WoodFock, 1 believe you may govern that as you pleaſe, 
11 ehiak it is not reaſonable for you to conſtrain your ſelf, in ſtaying there up- 
 Uwertaintys, when the Buſineſs does not require it. I will not trouble you to 
urn the Duke and Dutcheſs of Shremburys Complements, becauſe I fancy by this 


* 


1.45 they are in Town. I am very ſincerely your humble Servant, 
e | S. Marlboroagh, 
| | St. James's, July the 20th. 
Mr. Tzavers has ſhewn me a Letter concerning Mr. Parker, that I think 


© 


—S ft ma ys <a Wa 


'© 5 that marterin a clear light, and has faid enough to ſatisſy any reaſonable Man, 
being only a recurn of Money, by way of Exchange. And Mr. Parker has a 
'* great convenience by it, and ſafety, and runs no Riſque ; Elſpectaily lince - 


e 
al 


E 422 
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085) 
« Aſſurances he has received from my Loꝛd Marlboꝛough by my Lozd Trea⸗ 
#curer, that the Payments foz the Wozks ſhall be continued and complyed 
cy with, as before. £4 
7 And J will take care, that Mr. Tyler ſhall be enabled to pay to Mr. Parker's 
& uſe here, what Sums he ſhall advance to the Comptrollers, for carrying on the 


Weekly Payments. | 


ny 3 « There is no Roſolution declar'd yet about the Parliament, but many believe, & 


wr 1 believe I have now faid (and produc'd) enough to ſhew every Body without 
$0 a farther Pointer, where the Myſtery of this matter lies. LT. 1 
I will however for my own Juſtification ſay ſomething now, to ſhew, That 
yhat is in ſo many Paragraphs pleaded, from the Prices in the Contracts; is as 
gfoundleſs and fallacious as the reſt. © 5a 5 
At the beginning of this Work, I one day told the Duke, That the preſent Lord 
a- Cobham had ipoke to me of a parcel of Timber he had to diſpoſe of, and that his 
1 4 demands were ſo and fo: To which he anſwer'd, That he could not enter into ſuch 
5 | 


particulars, I muſt tranſa& thoſe Afairs my ſelf. 


in This was all that ever paſt on that occaſion, tho? ſo much is ſaid of it in the Caſe, 
US And all that ever I thought or underſtood by what the Duke had faid, was, 
=> That the infinite Aﬀairs he had upon him other ways, wow'd not allow him to 


negociate ſuch things as thoſe, and that therefore he had thought fit to entruſt me 
T7 rr i 
. id And what confirm'd me in this was, That he did go ſo far as to give me a ge- 
neral Inſtruction for my Guide, in relation to the Contracts I was to make, viz, 
e That as on the one hand he would not have extravagant Prices allow'd, ſo on the 
bother he deſir'd the Workmen might not be fo ground downe as they had been in 
2a particular place he nam'd, and which he look'd upon as ſpoil'd by it. But that 
5 Us Races might be ſuch as ſhou'd leave no pretence for the Work not being in 
ad Perfection. „„ Tp TT ms 
ke This Inſtruction I took the utmoſt care to follow. PE - 
: _ T ſent to great variety of Workmen of the fame Trade (in different Countrys, 
di- and quite unacquainted with one another) for their Propoſals ——— 
is, And when by that means J had at laſt brought the Prices to be moderate In- 
in ſtead of throwing ſo great a Work into the hands of a few Undertakers, I divided 
as it amongſt many, three, or four, or five, of each Trade, with different Ra.es ac- 
J Ccording. to the Performance expected from them, _ 
Tf This I did, partly to raiſe an Emulation amongſt them, and ſo have better Work 
a- done; And partly to ſhew, I had not a deſign to make advantage by this Building, 
n. as Was natural for People to think I might. . 8 
G6 The Rates agreed upon in general, (eſpecially to the Maſons,) which was the 
great Article) were conſiderably leſs than what were paid, either in the Queens 
of Works, or others of any Conſideration, about Town. FF 
e. And yer, moſt of the Work done for thoſe Rates, was incomparably better. So 
much; That when Mr. Bridges, (Surveyor of the Ordnance) was ſent down to in- 


is Conceive how ſuch Work had been done for ſuch Allowances; And made no Objecti- 
on to any one Article in the Contraccs. ies. 
And yet the Maſons lay under very great difficulties and diſadvantages, from the 
vaſt numbers of Men, they were forc'd to ſend for, not only to London, but even to 
the Remoteſt Countys in the Kingdom: For which they were Oblig'd to pay much 
greater Wages, than when they have only occaſion for a Moderate Number, ſuch as 
k ON can procure upon the Spot, without bringing them from their Families, in diſtant 
Habitations. 85 | 
1 When the Duke of Marlborough (ſince the King's Acceſſion to the Throne) re- 
ſolv'd. to finiſh the Building. The Maſonry was offer'd to Mr. Strong, if he would a- 
L bate of his former Prices, in conſideration of more punctual and ready 1 | 
| Which 


Fl 


0 ſpect the Contracts, and the Performance; He declar'd at his return; He cou'd not 


(6) 


u hich he refuſing to do, makes it at leaſt, very probable, thoſe Prices were not o 


of the way; tho? ſome of his Workmen (to get themſelves into Credit and Buſine | 
(having never done any thing on their own Account before) did undertake th 


their Money. | 


7 yet l never had a difference with him about one ſingle Contract. 


One thing more I believe will be atlow'd to have it's weight in this great Objectio 0 


made to the Prices. 


Ihe Dutcheſs of Marl borongh (who ſo much complains of them) being pleas'd t: 
Build a Houſe at St. James's, and to take the care and direction of it in chief to he © 


i 


ſelf, with Sir Chriſtopher Wren as her Deputy Surveyor ; ſhe not only employ'd M1 


Strong, and another of the Blenheim Maſons, but paid them much better Prices that 
What we had allow'd them there. ?Tis true ſhe wou'd have gone to Law witt 
them t . ‚‚·̊ͥ· but the Duke wou'd not let her. ay 


And J am very much perſuaded, were he now in a State of Health, ro admit 


his troubling himſelf with. looking into the preſent Diſpute ; He wou'd think the 
other was much a properer Caule to have ſhew'd it ſelf in Nenminſter-Hall, than 


this is to appear in the Houſe of Lords. 


I think there need be faid no more (tho? a great deal more I cou'd ſay) to ſhew | 
the weakneſs of this poor Plea about the Prices, which is only catching at ai/Twig to 


* 


fave a ſinkirg Cauſe. 


As to what is ſaid of the Improbability, that the Workmen ever took the Duke 


to be liable: Since if they had, they wou'd never had been uneaſy at the ſlack pay- 
ments of the Crown. _ 1 Sigh „ 


This is at the beſt, but pleading probability againſt Facts. For did they not ſuf. | 


Work at ſomething lower Rates: On poſitive Aſſurance they ſhould never ſtay fo. 


Ir is farther to he obſerv'd, That all the Contracts had the concurrence of M * 
Boulter in whom the Dutcheſs had ſo great a Confidence, that he had an allowanec 
of 400 l. a Year, which to his dying day ſhe continu'd to think he deſerv'd: An 


A 


ficiently ſhew they look'd upon the Duke to be their Paymaſter, when (having | 


ſcen my Authority by my Lord Godo phin, to contract in his name) they wou'd 


ſign no Agreement but Wat ran accordingly? 


— 


Beſides, don't my Lady Mar I boroug his Letters (which by Miracle I kept, and 


which I here produce) ſhew, That when they heard Moi ey began to come in 


 tihw. from Court, and found their Debts were great, they did not care to go on, 


till my Loꝛd Duke gave Aſſurances by my Lord Treaſurer (not mp Loꝛd Trea- 


ſurer by my Lo2d Duke) that the Payments for rhe Works ſhou'd be continued 
as before. - 18 ER, FFT 
What they apprehended I think ſeems very plain. 


That as the Queen was really to furniſh my Lord Duke with Money to pay foo 
this Houſe, he wou'd be glad to avoid advancing any of his own. By which means 


if they went on as faſt as they were preſo'd to do, it wou'd run them into giving 
a creater Credit than ſome of them cou'd ſupport, and others car'd to do. And 
this it was that ſlackned their Vigour, *till they were acquainted, That my Lord 


r Treaſurer had Commiſſion from my Loz2d Duke, to aſſure Mr. Parker the Pay- 


ments ſhou'd be continued as formerly, and that her Gꝛace wou'd take care Mr. 7ay- 

ler (the Paymaſter) ſhould be enabled to remit Money accordingly, | 
Sure there needs no more words to explain this Point. 

All I have more to ſay to the Paper that has forc'd me to ſay ſo much already, 

is a word in anſwer to a Cracker let fly at the Tail of it againſt me; which 

burſts out thus; | 6a: | 


Upon the whole; if che Dukes conduct be not ſufficient to diſengage him from 
« the Debt, it was impoſſible for him to have done it by any method, but refuſing 
the Queens great Favour. And if at laſt, the Charge run into by Order of the 
« Crown, mult lye upon him; yet the Infamy of it muſt lye upon another, who 

Was perhaps the only Architect in the World, capable of building ſuch a Houle ; 
5 | h « An 


3 [7-2 
„ And the only Friend in the World capable of contriving to lay the Debt upon 
F< one to whom he was ſo highly oblig'd. Fine | 


1 ſhow'd have thought all Friendſhip and Obligations out of the Caſe, where 
Men are legally calPd upon to declare the Truth upon their Oaths : But ſince that 
don't ſuffice, what follows will. 7 8 5 

About two years ſince, a Gentleman in the Country hearing of a Suit of Law, 
commencing between the Duke of Marlborough and his Blenheim Workmen, writ to 
2 a Friend of his here in Town, to deſire he wou'd let him know, whether T was 
like to be intrigued any how in the Quarrel, and in general, how my caſe really 
was, in regard to the Blenbeim Affair, in which ſo great a part of my life had 
been ſpent, _ 5 . . 
* The aifwet to the Letter I happening to ſee, took a Copy of it, and think L 
1 M. cannot write any thing more proper, by way of anſwer to the Charge above, than 
that to recite it, tho? had it not been for this Charge, I thou'd never have open'd to the 


wit! World what the following Letter with but too much truth ſets forth. 

mit © 5 5 

k the SIR, „ | 1 ; 5 EE yes 
than 25 the Building of Blenheim being reſolv'd on, the Duke of Marlborough was 


— „ pleas'd to deſire Sir John Vanbrug his A ſſiſtance in it. 
ſhew | Sir John V anbrugh accordingly waited upon his Grace down to Woodſtock, where 
ig to „“ the Scitation being fix'd, he proceeded by his Graces Order to think of, and pre- 

4 parea deſign to the Building ſuitable for that Scitation, and d.d prepare ſuch a de- 
Duke “ ſign as the Duke approved ff. * 5 | 
pay: *© This deſign was immediately order'd to be put in Execution, the Queen decla- 
é ring her intentions, that it ſthou'd be Built ar ler Expence, and Sir Jahn Vanbrugh 
tſuf. was deſir'd by his Grace to take care of it, and to conduct it in the beſt manner he 
ving 4 cod, which he accordingly proceeded in without delay, clearing the Ground, 
ou'd | © digging the Foundations, opening a Quarry in Woodſtock-Park, &c. 

| - - * But the Duke being oblig'd to go for Flanders, on the Publick Service, directed 

and © Sir John (in his abſence) to apply to the then Lord Treaſurer Godolphin, for what- 
e in ever he ihou'd fland in need of, which he did from time to time; And amongſt o- 
on, ther things, delir'd he might have ſome Authority in writing, for what he was di- 
reg- © reQed by the Duke to tranſact, upon which my Lord Godolphin gave him the fol- 
wed © lowing Coaſtitution. | J 


« To all to whom theſe preſents ſhall come, &c. 


eans “ Being thus Authoriz'd, Sir Joh proceeded to engage Workmen „make Con- 
775 « traQs, and Buy Materials, and in every thing conform'd himſelf to the Inſtructi- 
cc | 


a 'S bons given him by my Lord Godolphiz in the Dukes Name. | | 
And whereas my Lord Godolphin was pleas'd to declare to him and other Officers 
ay * employ'd in that great Work. That he wou'd by no means allow of any Perqui- 
r. 4 ſites to be made, but that every Body ſhou'd be well recompenc'd for their trouble 
and ſervice in it. Sir John Uanbrugh made no advantages to himſelf whatſoc ver; 
1 - out oo'y rely'd on the Duke of Marlborough to conlider him, as he ſhou'd think he 

4 deſerv'd. = 3 | 
ay, In this manner the Work begun and went on, and Sir John had the good fortune 
to give the Duke ſuch entire Satisfaction, that in ſo many Years as it was in hand, 

„ he never found fault with one ſingle thing he did. 3 

But at length, on the Change of things at Court, the Building was flop'd, and 
ing Debt of about 45000 J. remaining due to the Workmen (of which about one third 
( has ſigce been paid) they apply'd to the Duke of Marlborough for their Money, 


the i 5 | LO 3 
ho which he not being diſpoſed to Pay, a Suit is commenc'd againft him, in which 
ſe; © Sir John is made a Party, for having Contracted with them on his Graces Account. 


nd And in their Bill they Pray, That if he had not Autliority to Contract with CE 
: | | | ( or 


1 U 
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_ & the Services rendred him by Sir John Yanbrugh on this occafion, and the reſolution f 


te Grace, in his Building Service, which conſiſted, in making the deſigns, having 
the conſtant Care and Conduct of their Execution, with the pains and truſt of ma- : 


* for the Duke, he may himſelf be oblig'd to Pay the Debt. The Duke in his An. Þ 


4 ſtill anſwering his Wiſhes and Epectations. 


wr. 


ſwer to this Bill, is pleas'd to give up Sir John Vanbrugh to defend himſelſ as he can, 
© denying that he acted by his Authority. | 2 ves 3 
his account is a ſhort, fair, true State of the princinpal Facts in this matter. To 
which a ſew Circumſtances may properly follow, To ſhew the unparallePd hard 
« forture of Sir John in his Services to the Duke of Marlborough. = OT F 
Here is the Greateſt the Richeſt and the moſt powerful favourite that was ever 5 
« known in Exgland, has the moſt valuable preſent made him from the Crown, that 
vas ever made here to any Subject ; 4 1 
FThoſe who have had the happy Chance to be employ'd by ſuch favourites, (eſpe- 
« cially in their pleaſures) and have been fo Succeſsful in their Services, as to give 
„ them entire Satisfaction, have never faibd of making their Fortunes by them. | 
% Now 'tis well known to all the World, the more than common delight, the | 
« Duke has from the beginning taken in this Work at af ng 5 
And the Pleaſure he had in it, was ſupported by the deſign, and the performance | 
And he was pleas d from time to time, both by Letters and otherwiſe, to ex- 
<« preſs in the ſtrongeſt and moſt aſſectionate Terms. The great Senſe he had of 


« he was in, by fome means or other to reward him for it. TEE | 
nas been his fate. That after Twelve Years employment under his 


« Yet ſuch | 


« king Contracts, and paſſing Bills for near 300 ũůnht. ten | 
And after having had the misfortune of being turn'd out of his Place of Comp- 


« troller of the Works, and loſing that of Garter by offending the Queen, on the 


C Dukes Account; The ftate he finds himſelf in at laſt is this. 


7 « That without one Court favour obtain'd by the Duke for him in this long Tra | 


« Or any allowance or Preſent from his Grace ever made him (except a Trifle, I | 
« believe he wou'd not have him Name.) He has been left to work upon his own bot- 


„ tom, at the tedious Treaſury; for a Recompence for his Services. Where through 


« a tireſome Application of many Years, he has to this Hour prevail'd for very little 


„ more, than his neceſſary Expences, and inftead of any reward from the Duke, 


“ finds his Authority for Atting in his Service diiclaim'd, and himfelf thrown a- 


„ mong the Workmen, to be torn to peices. For what his Grace poſſeſſes and en- 


« joys, in the midſt of an immence Fortune. go So ot 

Theſe (and no other) are the Friendſhips and the Obligations laid by the Duke of 

Marlborough, upon his Faithful and Zealous Servant, = | 
e John Vanbragh. 
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